
tion related to determining the purpose of the eval-
uation, making contact with the attorney, planning
the scope and method of the evaluation for the indi-
vidual case, making contact with caretakers, and de-
termining whether records exist that may provide
relevant information for the evaluation. The related
Appendix A provides forms that assist with docu-
menting the different aspects of these topics.

Part III, “Data Collection,” provides an informa-
tive discussion on the importance and relevance of
data needed and how these are related to evaluat-
ing competence. The sections, “Obtaining a De-
velopmental and Clinical History” and “Evaluat-
ing Developmental and Clinical Status,” provided
some useful highlights. However, for the reader
who has not had training and experience in these
areas, Part III should not be considered a guide for
obtaining a clinically relevant or thorough devel-
opmental and clinical history/status of children
and adolescents. Of key interest to the reader is the
section, “Assessing Competency Abilities,” and
the Juvenile Adjudicative Competence Interview
in the related appendix.

Part IV, “Interpretation,” begins with the section,
“Overview of Interpretive Objectives,” and is fol-
lowed by the section, “Formulating Opinions Re-
lated to Competency.” These sections provide some
interesting theoretical constructs to assist the evalua-
tor in synthesizing the information and in formulat-
ing and conveying the opinions in a manner that is
clear, relevant, and clinically meaningful. The lim-
ited examples regarding how aspects of mental disor-
ders may specifically influence abilities related to
competence to stand trial should be extremely inter-
esting to the reader. The discussion of connecting the
clinical aspect of the evaluation with the functional
abilities related to competency is relevant and is en-
hanced by the few brief case examples that are pro-
vided. The section, “Formulating Remediation,”
provides a framework for conceptualizing how the
competency deficits may or may not be amenable to
different types of remediation. The final section,
“Writing the Report,” provides some guidance re-
garding possible outlines and some examples of writ-
ten reports.

Clinicians with the requisite background should
find this book to be of practical use in conducting
evaluations of juveniles’ adjudicative competence.

Forensic Neuropsychology
Casebook
Edited by Robert L. Heilbronner. New York: The
Guilford Press. 2005. 362 pp. $50.00.

Reviewed by E. V. Fortney, PhD

In the Preface to the Forensic Neuropsychology Case-
book, Robert L. Heilbronner reveals his motivation
for editing a book about the experiences of neuropsy-
chologists in the courtroom: like most psychologists,
he enjoys a good story. His enthusiasm for using the
science of psychology to carve windows into others’
experiences, and to get as close to the truth of their
stories as possible, is shared by the other contributors
to the book. But what is particularly compelling
about the text is not just the cases the writers de-
scribe, but the personalities of the writers themselves
that breathe through the pages and bring this medi-
colegal science alive.

Each chapter in the book is written by a clinical
neuropsychologist, who tells the story of his or her
involvement in a forensic case from start to finish.
Sections present, in turn, adult civil cases, pediatric
civil cases, and criminal cases. The format of the
chapters is fairly consistent: the referral, the back-
ground of the case and pertinent information about
the patient, a review of records (often including a
discussion of the process by which those records were
obtained), the interview and testing, the formation of
the opinion, communication with attorneys, the
deposition, the trial, and a “Lessons Learned” sec-
tion. The structure was employed flexibly enough to
allow the writers to bring forward what they thought
were the most salient points of their cases.

However, this relatively dry listing of the compo-
nent parts becomes a skeleton for the creativity and
the passion for science that the writers use to add
flesh and blood to both the legal and the medical.
Among the chapters, we meet one neuropsychologist
who writes like a poet, quotes Oscar Wilde, and bares
her soul, telling readers about a case where she was
not the hero of the day, and why she thinks we should
know about it. Another chapter introduces us to a
neuropsychologist who at first blush comes across as
rather arrogant, but who ultimately betrays his sen-
sitivity through a thoughtful analysis of a murky and
complex clinical subject, pain. Paul L. Craig sends us
his missive from the edge, describing his perilous trip
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to the Alaskan bush to examine Inupiat teenagers
involved in a plane crash. Heilbronner’s presentation
of the cases through the eyes of the clinicians, with
the clinicians themselves as characters in the stories,
is reminiscent of an anthropological approach to
truth; it allows for an examination of how the science
of neuropsychology is applied in the real world,
through the medium of human beings. This ap-
proach results in stories that are uniquely honest and
illuminating.

One of the strengths of this book is its potential to
appeal to a wide range of audiences. Of course, stu-
dents and practitioners in neuropsychology, forensic
neuropsychology, or forensic psychology in general
will find nourishment in the book. More broadly,
clinical psychologists, psychiatrists, clinical psychol-
ogy graduate students, and even psychology under-
graduates will find the in-the-trenches exploration of

philosophical and ethics-related issues to be thought
provoking and useful. The approaches these writers
take in addressing and dealing with their cases pro-
vide readers with opportunities to examine and to
deepen their own understanding of the questions of
ethics, role conflicts, and emotional struggles clini-
cians face. And, the writers frequently elegantly ref-
erence the literature that provided the basis for their
decision-making, both clinical and ethical.

Robert Heilbronner has succeeded in bringing to-
gether some of the best writers from the front lines of
clinical neuropsychology to tell their stories of how
they have negotiated the uneasy tension between med-
ical and legal truth, and how they have defined them-
selves and their positions in the process. More impor-
tantly, perhaps, he has simultaneously provided an
invitation for readers to engage in the same kind of
careful self-exploration in their own quests for truth.

Book Reviews

570 The Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law


