
heuristics, biases, and stereotyping and instead pur-
sue a more empirical approach based on academics
who publish and other trial consultants who are freed
from attorney work-product restrictions. Telephone
surveys with case-specific descriptors can be more
useful. Several case studies are offered, including a
very effective one dealing with Internet unwanted
sexual solicitations, especially of minors, and the
effective use of voir dire in highly emotional cases.
Juror deselection gets exhaustive attention.

Changes of venue to avoid pretrial biases consti-
tutes Part 4. A nice history of the concept and the
utility of community surveys flesh out this section.
Readers will find illuminating the author’s detailed
process map for conducting surveys and his case ex-
amples, as well.

The concluding section, titled “Putting It All To-
gether,” presents two difficult case examples. The
first, a capital murder case, suggests voir dire tech-
niques in cases in which jurors will be exposed to
gruesome photographs and describes preparation for
the testimony of a defendant whose testimony style
and appearance are weak. The second example, in-
volving eminent domain, points out how emotion-
ally charged such cases may become. Brodsky recom-
mends that potential jurors prone to boredom,
detected by their responses to survey instruments, be
avoided. The outcomes of these case examples are not
divulged, keeping the focus on the trial consultation
process itself. The book ends with a chapter on
emerging trends and limitations of the field, suggest-
ing that new technologies will reduce the reliance on
the telephone survey, and social networking sites will
gain in importance. Web-based survey entities like
Survey Monkey, RiddleMe This, and Zoomerang
will be added to the consultant’s toolbox. We can
look forward to evidence-based trial consultation as
an achievable goal.

There is an integrated bibliography and a useful
index. Although many of the recommendations and
processes described in trial consultation run against
the striving-for-objectivity portion of the ethics
code of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the
Law, it is important for forensic specialists to know
what is available to attorneys and how it affects the
American trial court system. The United States has
recently gone through a difficult political process in
its presidential election, with the seemingly incessant
polling results reported by the various media and
marketing techniques of the political parties. Perhaps

Larry Sabato’s earlier book2 would make a nice com-
panion for Brodsky’s excellent addition to the foren-
sic literature.
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Sex Offenders: Identification,
Risk Assessment, Treatment,
and Legal Issues
Edited by Fabian M. Saleh, Albert J. Grudzinskas, Jr, John
M. Bradford, and Daniel J. Brodsky. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2009. 480 pp. $75.00.

The editors’ clearly articulated goal for this book is to
produce the first single-volume resource for forensic
clinicians and law professionals who work with sex
offenders. The book aims for breadth rather than
depth. The summary on the back cover pronounces
that the text describes the “best practices in clinical
assessment, treatment, risk assessment as well as the
legal issues that affect legislation associated with sex-
ual offenders in the United States and elsewhere.”

The book contains 30 chapters composing seven
parts: “Introduction,” “Neurobiology/Neuropsychol-
ogy,” “Assessment and Diagnosis,” “Treatment,”
“Juveniles,” “Special Populations,” and “Forensics.”
The authors are not wedded to a single orientation or
approach. Concepts are clearly articulated, and the
text has a balanced feel. Formatting features in many
chapters are very helpful, such as the tables, lists, and
guides that summarize the main points.

The book adopts a perspective that situates knowl-
edge about sex offenders within a broader forensic
context. It was helpful to review a discussion of gen-
eral approaches to violence risk assessment before
reading the chapter on actuarial instruments for
estimating risk in sex offenders. Similarly, a discus-
sion of forensic considerations and forensic approach
methodology is then particularized to sex offender-
specific issues such as sexually violent predator
evaluation.
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The “Assessment and Diagnosis” section is a
strength of this book. The chapter titled “Mental
Illness and Sex Offending” provides an excellent re-
view of the phenomenology of paraphilic sexual
arousal. Also, the review of “Laboratory Measures of
Penile Response in the Assessment of Sexual Inter-
ests” highlights the strengths of this assessment mea-
sure. The authors note that many courts in the
United States have rejected the admissibility of pe-
nile plethysmography (PPG) evidence and conclude
that, despite the clinical utility of PPG, testing will
probably follow the course of dexamethasone sup-
pression for mood disorders, and the use of PPG will
diminish. The inadmissibility of PPG in some juris-
dictions highlights the oft observed fact that scien-
tific and legal utility do not necessarily mesh well.

Other sections of the book that deal with standard
topics such as “Neurobiology/Neuropsychology”
and “Treatment” do a capable job of summarizing
information that is accumulating in a steady, incre-
mental fashion; however, for those abreast of the sex
offender literature, the book contains scant new ma-
terial, and a more selective reading of the chapters’
summaries of newer data and authors’ opinions is the
best approach. For neophytes to this area, however, a
complete reading would be in order.

The book contains some contentious spots such as
the chapter titled “Psychological Treatment of Sex
Offenders.” The authors review relevant research
and highlight the fact that evaluating the long-term
effectiveness of sex offender treatment remains beset
with difficulties. This topic leads to discussions that
extend beyond the available research and toward
authoritative opinions about the clear difference
between the relapse-prevention model, which the
authors conclude is ineffective, and a new model that
combines the responsivity principle from the risk/
needs model, Ward’s Good Lives Model, and moti-
vational interviewing. Together, these models down-
play the need to focus on the offender’s past offensive
behavior and shift the emphasis to the future and
the development of a more fulfilling life. Readers will
have to draw their own conclusions about these types
of authoritative opinions.

The “Special Populations” section is diverse and
the generally succinct and pithy chapters summarize
data in an easily accessible manner. Topics include:
female sexual offenders, sexual boundary violations
by professionals, stalking, child pornography and
the Internet, sexual abuse by clergy, manifestations of

sexual sadism, and intellectual disabilities and sexual
offending.

In the “Forensics” section, there is relevant cover-
age for both the U.S. and Canadian reader on his-
tory, legal definitions, relevant policy, and legal case
decisions on child pornography and the Internet,
sexual predator laws and their history, and sex of-
fender registries and community notification.

This book is best conceived as a starting point
rather than a destination for sex offender informa-
tion. In the final analysis, the editors’ goal for a sin-
gle-volume resource is met but comes with the inev-
itable tradeoff of a lack of in-depth coverage of some
topics. If breadth is what the reader is seeking, I
would commend this book. If more in-depth knowl-
edge of specific topics is desired, the reader might
begin with other books that are on point with the
specific sex offender topic of particular interest. An-
other concern was the rather small font size, which
could be challenging for tired eyes reading the book
at the end of a workday.

I think the back cover comments get it exactly
right by identifying this as an ideal text for forensic
psychiatric fellowship training programs. I can think
of no better primer on sex offenders for a forensic
psychiatric fellow or resident. For the more seasoned
forensic clinician, this book would be recommended
only if the goal is to expand the breadth of knowledge
into some new sex offender areas with burgeoning
research.
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Wrong Place, Wrong Time:
The Central Park Five
The Central Park Five (theatrical documentary, 2012).
Written and directed by Ken Burns, Sarah Burns, and
David McMahon; produced by Florentine Films. Opened
in New York City on November 23, 2012. 119 minutes.
The Central Park Five: The Untold Story Behind One of
New York City’s Most Infamous Crimes by Sarah Burns.
New York: Vintage Books, 2012. 240 pp. $15.95
(paperback).

In 1989, five black and Latino teens, 14 to 16 years
of age, found themselves in the wrong place at the
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