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Evaluation of Parenting
Capacity in Child Protection

By Karen S. Budd, Mary Connell, and Jennifer R. Clark.
New York: Oxford University Press, 2011. 217 pp.
$39.95.

This book is part of a series, Best Practices in Forensic
Mental Health Assessment, edited by Thomas Grisso,
Alan M. Goldstein, and Kirk Heilbrun. Each of 19
volumes is dedicated to a specific topic in forensic
mental health assessment, and an additional book
covers the topic in general.

Weritten by three psychologists, this volume first
provides a foundation that includes basic concepts of
law and forensic mental health and then goes on to
discuss how these concepts can be applied in actual
forensic practice. The authors discuss preparing for
the evaluation, collecting data, interpreting the data,
writing the report, and providing testimony. It has a
good set of references, although many of them are 10
or more years old. At the end of the book is a list of
various tests recommended for this type of assess-
ment. Many of these were not created to be used in
child placement conflicts. Further, some of them,
such as Bricklin’s Parent Awareness Skills Survey or
the Parent Perception of Child Profile, may not pass
a Frye or Daubert assessment and are rarely used by
psychiatrists. However, the listing and associated ref-
erences provide the background for understanding
how and why these tests were developed.

The authors effectively categorize the necessary
steps for understanding the background and con-
cepts of these evaluations. A listing of some court
decisions reflects societal conflicts and judges’ at-
tempts at bringing order to what could become a
complicated case, reflecting a chaotic family situa-
tion. Again, although the listing includes some cur-
rent American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law
landmark cases, most are 15 years old or older.

This compendium would have been more current
if it included a CD or recommended some up-to-
date websites. Instead, it lacks coverage of important
topics in today’s world, such as homosexual parent-
ing, blended families, and grandparents’ rights. The
last is especially important, because grandparents of-
ten care for children, on a temporary or permanent

basis, when parents are found to be abusive, neglect-
ful, or both.

This book provides a good introduction to foren-
sic evaluations for newcomers and students. It is
small enough to be a good companion when actually
performing an assessment. Other books in the series
are devoted to criminal, civil, juvenile, and family
cases.

For experienced forensic psychiatrists or psychol-
ogists, however, there is not much new in this partic-
ular volume of the series.

Stephen P. Herman, MD
New York, NY
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Clinical Practice of Forensic
Neuropsychology: An Evidence-
Based Approach

By Kyle Brauer Boone. New York: Guilford Press, 2013.
352 pp. $50.00.

One of the main attractions of Clinical Practice
of Forensic Neuropsychology: An Evidence-Based
Approach is that it is a single-author work and can be
used either as a manual or read from cover to cover. It
is a practical summary of the process of neuropsycho-
logical testing in a forensic setting that is both acces-
sible to beginners and informative for forensic psy-
chiatrists experienced in neuropsychological testing,.

The text consists of eight chapters, beginning with
“The Neuropsychological Exam” and ending with
“Testimony,” that take the reader through each suc-
cessive stage of a forensic neuropsychological consul-
tation. The basics of the initial assessment are dis-
cussed, with chapters dealing with the “Assessment
of Symptom Validity,” “PTSD,” and “The Special
Problem of Mild Traumatic Brain Injury” that de-
scribe the how and the why of assessment. Tests are
reviewed individually in a systematic manner. The pre-
sentation of the statistical data is clear and accessible.

After the first chapter dealing with the examina-
tion, Dr. Brauer Boone devotes three chapters to the
topic of symptom validity testing. Here, as in other
chapters, she takes us through the commonly used
tests, summarizing how each test works and what the
research shows for the test. Her reviews of how the
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tests measure up in sensitivity (a measure of the fre-
quency with which true positives actually test posi-
tive) and specificity (a measure of the frequency with
which true negatives are detected by a test) in partic-
ular remind us that even tests long in use in the field,
such as the Structured Interview of Reported Symp-
toms (SIRS), can, depending on how the test is
scored, yield results that are far less specific or sensi-
tive than one might expect. Should this test be scored
improperly under certain circumstances, the results
would be rendered virtually worthless. Forensic psy-
chiatrists in training and those unfamiliar with neu-
ropsychological testing will find the summaries in the
book helpful when using test results to support opin-
ions in evaluations.

My one regret is that Bauer Boone did not address
informed consent for neuropsychological testing in
relation to validity testing and tests for malingering
in more detail. This is a controversial area within
neuropsychology. She elides the question of in-
formed consent by stating on page 5 that when a
person contracts with an attorney to represent him,
decisions about participation in psychological testing
are made by the attorney. This assertion took me by
surprise. First, observers are not allowed to be present
because of validity concerns in many if not all juris-
dictions, and because most attorneys are not suffi-
ciently knowledgeable about the relative strengths
and weaknesses of specific tests, it is hard to see how
they could be helpful even if they were present. Sec-
ond, I was surprised to see the attorney characterized
as the decision-maker in the attorney—client rela-
tionship. Consistent with experience in practice, re-
view of Rule 1.2(a) of the American Bar Association’s
Model Rules of Professional Conduct places the au-
thority for decision-making in the hands of the cli-
ent. With respect to the client—lawyer relationship,
in addressing the allocation of authority, the rule
states that the lawyer must abide by the client’s deci-
sions, unless there are ethics-related or legal reasons
why he cannot.’

Bauer Boone’s next point is that defense counsel
has the right and indeed the obligation to obtain
information useful to the defense, including con-
ducting its own examination, and should the plain-
tiff refuse to undergo an examination arranged by the
defense, defense counsel could reasonably request
that the case be dismissed. Furthermore, in some
jurisdictions, the consent of the subject is not re-
quired at all. All this is true of course, but, if any-

thing, it suggests that more care, not less, be paid to
informed consent. In Form 1.2 on page 6 of the
book, there is no mention that validity testing should
be conducted in a manner that would be easily un-
derstood by the average plaintiff. The form leaves
one with the distinct impression that what one sees is
all there is and that the only possible choice is for the
subject to consent to all the tests or none. The un-
spoken fact is that subjects are not informed about
specific tests, the predictive value of the results, and
the uses to which the results can be and are put at
trial, something any reasonable person would need to
know in making an informed decision.

The author’s points about validity are well taken,
however, and the topic is worthy of more attention. I
look forward to seeing how she addresses these con-
cerns in the second edition.

Opverall, the book is useful as a manual that pro-
vides a highly accessible overview of tests that will be
useful for early-career and experienced forensic psy-
chiatrists alike.
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Clinical Handbook of
Adolescent Addiction

Edited by Richard Rosner, MD. New York: Wiley-
Blackwell, 2013. 499 pp. $90.00.

One of your outpatients whom you have been treat-
ing for anxiety disorder calls you for help. Her
daughter has reported that her bottle of stimulant
medication is missing. She suspects her 19-year-old
brother, who has started abusing marijuana and has
just been arrested by the police after he and his
friends were found with unprescribed oxycodone
pills. What do you do? How would you assess this
young man, taking into consideration his psychoso-
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