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Chapter 1:'MY DEATH TO SAVE THE WORLD”

RECOUNTING THE 1800 TRIAL OF JAMES HADFIELD FOR
/ THE ATTEMPTED MURDER OF KING GEORGE TIT IN LONDON,
/  THIS ARTICLE REVIEWS EARLY PROGRESS IN ADJUDICATING
/ INSANITY. HADFIELD'S TRIAL MARKS THE EVOLUTION IN THE

STANDARD FROM THE TOTAL DEPRIVATION (“WILD BEAST")
TEST TO THE DELUSION TEST. THE POST-ACQUITTAL PHASE
WAS ALSO REMARKABLE FOR THE CIVIL COMMITMENT OF
HADFIELD, RATHER THAN OUTRIGHT RELEASE.
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An lllustrated History of the Insanity Defense

LONDON, 1800

IF 1 OBEY WHAT GOD COMMANDS ME TO DO, |

CAN SAVE THE WORLD. | MUST DIE, BUT NOT

BY MY OWN HAND. THE GOVERNMENT MUST
DO IT. IT'S THE ONLY WAY.

AFTER | FIRE MY PISTOL OVER THE KING'S
HEAD, | WILL SURELY BE KILLED. ONLY
THEN WILL THE SECOND COMING OF

T KNOW WHAT |
MUST DO.

SOMEONE IN HYDE PARK SHOT
AT ME TODAY. | TRUST THIS PLACE
IS SAFE.
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THE GUNMAN STRIKES... [~ , - =
GOD BLESS YOUR ROYAL

S HIGHNESS. | LIKE YOU VERY WELL.YOU )
( My LorD! - N AREAGOOD FELLOW.

ATTEMPT...A MONARCH
\  WHOM WE LOVE, A KING
"My, WHOM WE ADORE.

e R / 7 6. N\ N\
\// A\l
W KILL HIM! SHOOT R | SCOUNDREL! VILLAIN! ]
AR

RASCAL! TRAITOR!

CHOSE. THAT WASN'T THE POINT. /=

I'M AN EXCELLENT MARKSMAN. |
COULD HAVE KILLED HIM IF | SO

| [I"l i
,/Zm%}{w.r-

AND AFTER THE SHOW..SOME IMPROMPTU LYRICS] \%
‘ . Y

NSE/ /

HIS MAJESTY SAYS THE - | b8 / [ AR
SHOW MUST GO ON. _ 4 \

DRAT! THEY WERE

FROM EVERY LATENT FOE,

SUPPOSED TO KILL ME.
FROM THE ASSASSIN'S BLOW.

GOD SAVE THE KING.
O’ER HIM THINE ARM EXTEND,
FOR BRITAIN'S SAKE DEFEND
' OUR FATHER, PRINCE, AND FRIEND, {i¥
y GOD SAVE THE KING. /
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An lllustrated History of the Insanity Defense

IT LOOKS LIKE HADFIELD WAS A FOLLOWER.
THE LEADER WAS BANNISTER TRUELOCK, A
"MILLENARIST” WHO LIKELY INFLUENCED
HADFIELD TO TAKE THE SHOT AT THE KING.
TRUELOCK BELIEVED HE WAS THE MESSIAH.

PRESENT DAY, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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WAIT A SECOND. I'M NOT
FEELING HADFIELD'S MOTIVATION. HOW
DID HE COME UP WITH THE IDEA OF
SACRIFICING HIMSELF?
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“ i / AH, | SEE HERE THAT "MILLENARISM” HAS BEEN A

\"\4 “) ; CULTURAL BELIEF THAT A GREAT CHANGE WILL ’
\ COME-A TIME OF PEACE. HADFIELD HEARD ABOUT THE | /

SECOND COMING FROM THE PERSUASIVE TRUELOCK.  /,

NG

RIGHT! THAT PIECE /
IS MISSING. 7

HMMM. SHE’S QUICK ON THE
) DRAW-A GOOD QUALITY.
N
RIGHT! AND HADFIELD TOOK
IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL.

it
¥

PARDON MY FRENCH, BUT WOULDN'T
THAT BE A FOLIE-A-DEUX?

PERHAPS IT COULD'VE BEEN
CONSIDERED A DELUSION THEN. BUT
THESE DAYS, A POPULAR BELIEF
WOULD NOT BE LABELED AS SUCH.
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THE DUKE OF YORK INTERROGATES THE SUSPECT /& ACCUSED OF ATTEMPTED MURDER OF THE KING, JUDGE AND PROSECUTOR CONFER
' HADFIELD GETS THE BEST LAWYER TRUTH BE TOLD, NO ONE WANTS TO SEE

‘rlt St HADFIELD CONVICTED AND EXECUTED FOR

| TREASON. HE FOUGHT ALONGSIDE THE KING'S

BROTHER, SUFFERED BLOWS TO THE HEAD,

AND BECAME DERANGED.

| RECALL WHEN YOU WERE MY BODYGUARD IN
FLANDERS, YOU RECEIVED SEVERAL BLOWS TO
THE HEAD. YOU HAVE NEVER BEEN THE SAME.

IT IS NOT OVER YET. THERE IS
A GREAT DEAL MORE AND WORSE TO
BE DONE. YOU SEE, | HAVE GROWN
WEARY OF LIFE, BUT NOT TO DIE BY MY

DID YOU HAVE ANY
ACCOMPLICES?

AGREED! BUT THE FACTS SPEAK
FOR THEMSELVES AND THAT IS
WHAT WE MUST ARGUE.

| SWEAR TO ALMIGHTY
GOD | DID NOT.

THE PROSECUTOR STATES THE
LAW OF INSANITY

IF A MAN IS COMPLETELY DERANGED, SO THAT HE KNOWS NOT
WHAT HE DOES, IF A MAN IS SO LOST TO ALL SENSE, IN CONSE-
QUENCE OF THE INFIRMITY OF DISEASE, THAT HE IS INCAPABLE OF
DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL, THAT HE IS INCAPABLE
OF FORMING A JUDGMENT UPON THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE

ACT WHICH HE IS ABOUT TO DO, THAT THEN THE MERCY (|
A AVl e OF OUR LAW SAYS, HE CANNOT BE QULITY OF _ <7165
.. A ! A CRIME.

2 :/’ / 7 Y2 = TR (=) 8 &
= W\ — MY LORD AND GENTLEMEN
iy ‘ AR ~ OF THE JURY, SOME GOOD

(| ) S PEOPLE OF LONDON WILL NOW TELL
YOU THAT THE DEFENDANT TOOK
DELIBERATE AIM AT THE KING
AND CURSED HIM. )

0
i

DEFENSE LAY WITNESSES

THEN HE BECAME
DERANGED IN THE MIND.

WE WERE PRISONERS OF WAR
TOGETHER IN FRANCE. FOR TWO
WEEKS HADFIELD SAID HE WAS KING
GEORGE.

HADFIELD WAS INJURED
AND LEFT FOR DEAD.

" JOHN LANE

" HERCULES MCGILL

 EDWARD RYAN
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An lllustrated History of the Insanity Defense

MEDICAL WITNESSES FOR HADFIELD DR. CREIGHTON, YOU ARE A

MR. CLINE, YOU ARE A
SURGEON. WHAT EFFECT WOULD
THE DEFENDANT'S WAR INJURIES

YESTERDAY. TELL THE COURT
YOUR FINDINGS.

PHYSICIAN WHO EXAMINED THE
DEFENDANT AT NEWGATE PRISON

HAVE ON HIS THINKING?

HADFIELD THOUGHT THAT HE WAS
ORDAINED TO DIE A MARTYR AS DID
JESUS CHRIST. | HAVE NOT THE
SMALLEST DOUBT THAT HE WAS
INSANE, FROM THE HEAD WOUNDS, AT
THE TIME HE FIRED ON THE KING.

HADFIELD RECEIVED 3 HEAD WOUNDS

IN BATTLE, ONE SLICING OFF PART OF

HIS SKULL. IT CAUSED BRAIN DAMAGE
AND PERMANENT INSANITY.

THE CPOWN S CASE DID NOT USE AN EXPERT MEDICAL WITNESS

WE HAVE WITNESSES TO SHOW THAT THE
ATTEMPT ON THE KING'S LIFE WAS
INTENTIONAL AND NOT INSANE. | CALL HIS
N ROYAL HIGHNESS, THE DUKE OF YORK.

g THE DUKE'S GOOD SOuL, |
LOVE HIM DEARLY.

DURING THE INTERROGATION,
HADFIELD BEHAVED RATIONALLY,

THE DEFENSE S‘TATES ITS CASE ||

MY CLIENT BECAME INSANE DUE TO <% 7
NO FAULT OF HIS OWN. WE DO NOT DISPUTE S
THE FACTS THE CROWN HAS PRESENTED. THE
REASON OF MAN MAKES HIM ACCOUNTABLE FOR
HIS ACTION, BUT THE DEPRIVATION OF
. REASON ACQUITS HIM OF CRIME.
ey

THE OLD "TOTAL DEPRIVATION OF
MEMORY AND UNDERSTANDING” STANDARD
OF INSANITY IS WRONG. NO SUCH MADNESS HAS
EVER EXISTED IN THE WORLD. DELUSIONS ARE
THE TRUE CHARACTER OF INSANITY.

HADFIELD BECAME INSANE
THROUGH VIOLENCE TO THE BRAIN, WHICH
PERMANENTLY AFFECTS ITS STRUCTURE.
INDEED, THE ARMY DISCHARGED AND
PENSIONED HIM FOR INSANITY.

THE PRISONER, FOR HIS OWN SAKE AND FOR
THE SAFETY OF SOCIETY AND HIS MAJESTY
THE KING, MUST NOT BE RELEASED.

I'D BETTER NOT PRESS THE COURT
TO ACQUIT ON THE EVIDENCE. INSTEAD, LET
THE JUDGE SEND HADFIELD BACK TO
THE NEWGATE PRISON.

IF THE JURY WOULD STATE THE INSANITY
VERDICT AND THE GROUNDS FOR IT,
HADFIELD COULD BE LEGALLY CONFINED.

Ty

WE FIND THE PRISONER NOT

INSANITY AT THE TIME THE ACT WAS

GUILTY, BEING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF N

e COMMITTED.
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BECAUSE HADFIELD REPRESENTED AN ONGOING DANGER,
HE WAS LATER HOSPITALIZED AT BETHLEM. THE ACQUITTAL
PROMPTED LEGISLATION ON THE DISPOSITION OF THOSE
FOUND NOT GUILTY BY INSANITY: THE CRIMINAL LUNATICS
ACT OF 1800. IT PERMITTED THE COURT TO KEEP
ACQUITTEES IN CUSTODY UNTIL "HIS MAJESTY’S PLEASURE
BE KNOWN.” IN 1802, HADFIELD ESCAPED AND WAS
APPREHENDED IN DOVER WHILE FLEEING TO FRANCE.
RETURNED TO NEWGATE PRISON, HE REMAINED UNTIL NEW
BETHLEM HAD A CRIMINAL DEPARTMENT IN 1816. HADFIELD,
69, DIED OF TUBERCULOSIS IN 1841. TRUELOCK WAS
HOSPTIALIZED AT OLD BETHLEM FROM 1800 AND
TRANSFERRED TO NEW BETHLEM IN 1815.
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WAIT A SEC...IDON'T
SMOKE A PIPE.

BUT | DO DRINK COFFEE.
ANYWAY...

SO | SEE THAT THE "DELUSION
TEST” FOR INSANITY REPLACED THE
“TOTAL DEPRIVATION” OR "WILD
BEAST” STANDARD.

S

RIGHT! BEFORE HADFIELD'S CASE, PEOPLE o) 2 z
ACQUITTED BY INSANITY WERE RELEASED. = EEiE
THIS ACQUITTAL OF A DANGEROUS

*LUNATIC” CALLED FOR A SOLUTION THAT ///// 7 W
PROTECTED SOCIETY -ESPECIALLY THE ) DON'T COUNT ON IT, PROFESSOR!
\ .

ROYAL FAMILY -FROM HARM. i AN

SURE, BUT THE PERSON IS BOTH NOT
GUILTY AND CONFINED. THERE'S A DOUBLE-EDGED
SWORD FOR YOU. T GUESS IT'S THE BASIS OF CIVIL
COMMITMENT, THOUGH, RIGHT?

INDEED! IN THE POST-HADFIELD WORLD, AN
INSANITY ACQUITTAL IS NO BED OF ROSES. |
WONDER IF ANOTHER 200 YEARS OF
JURISPRUDENCE WILL IMPROVE THINGS.
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