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IN 1843, DURING A PERIOD OF ECONOMIC STRESS IN 8RITAIN,

DANIEL WNAGHTEN BELIEVES THE TORY PARTY AND THEIR PRIME
MINISTER, SIR ROBERT PEEL, ARE PERSECUTING HIM. HE COMES
TO LONDON TO ASSASSINATE PEEL, BUT FATALLY SHOOTS PEELS
PERSONAL SECRETARY, EDWARD DRUMMOND. WNAGHTEN IS TRIED
FOR WILLFUL HOMICIDE AND USES AN INSANITY DEFENSE. HIS
LAWYER, ALEXANDER COCKBURN, RELIES ON ISAAC RAY'S BOOK,
A TREATISE ON THE MEDICAL JURISPRLUDENCE OF INSANITY, AND
THE INSANITY PLEA IS SUCCESSFUL. THIS OUTCOME INFURIATES
QUEEN VICTORIA, WHO HAD BEEN THE TARGET OF AN EARLIER
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT. THE CROWN COMMISSIONS THE HOUSE
OF LORDS TO PUT FORTH RULES FOR THE ADJUDICATION OF
INSANITY CLAIMS. THE PRODUCT OF THIS EFFORT IS A COGNITIVE
TEST LATER CALLED THE "WNAGHTEN RULE.”
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THE UNIVERSITY OF |
PENNSYLVANIA
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YOU SAID ISAAC RAY’S BOOK
CAUSED PROBLEMS FOR QUEEN
VICTORIA. | THOUGHT LAWS WERE
MADE 8Y PARLIAMENT? ANYWAY,
RAY LIVED ACROSS THE POND.
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TREATISE COULD 8E USED

DEFENSES. THE LAST THING
THE QUEEN WANTED WAS

S0, IN THE 1840S, THE

TO GUIDE INSANITY

ANOTHER ACQUITTAL.
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coLupPLA
THINGS...

aw;

QUEEN VICTORIA FEARED FOR

il

HER LIFE. AND RAY'S TREATISE
WAS A HIT ON BOTH SIDES OF
THE ATLANTIC. 600D LAWYERS,

LIKE ERSKINE IN HADFIELD'S
TRIAL, WERE APPOINTED TO
DEFEND HIGH TREASON—AN
ATTACK ON A ROYAL, FOR
EXAMPLE.
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LIl coulo ge ACQUITTED IF |

50, 8Y THEN, AKILLER ¥

THE ACT WAS PRODLICED
8Y A DELUSION.
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EMOTION?

HOW ABOUT LOSING
CONTROL WHILE
OVERCOME WITH

Xkl
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, RAY SAID INSANITY
N

\)

COULD ARISE FROM
DERANGEMENT OF

ANY MENTAL
FACLULTY.
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MEANWHILE, IN ENGLAND, THE
CORN LAWS WERE WORSENING
WEALTH DISPARITIES BETWEEN
THE CLASSES...

THE TORIES ARE PERSECUTING
ME. THEY'RE GOING TO KILL

IT'S ALL THE
PRIME
MINISTER'S
FALLT/

..AND DANIEL WNAGHTEN

\\ pf)._ | TOOK IT PERSONALLY. ||
> — — — i —— A 0|8L3|10u
[BACK IN THE OFFICE.. | BORAIN IN 18437

f

46\ /jé\“ M

Y THERE WAS A LOT OF CLASS FRICTION. &

PRIME MINISTER PEEL HAD NOT YET ¢
BEEN PERSUADED TO RELAX THE
TARIFFS ON IMPORTED GRAIN, WHICH
KEPT LANDOWNERS RICH,

HOWEVER,

A

MWNAGHTEN HAD
MORE THAN AN
OVERVALUED

50, HE TRIED
TO SETTLE IT
WITH A BLIN?

HE PEALLY BELIEVED
THE CONSERVATIVES
WERE OUT TO GET HIM. pe

AD
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SORTA. IN THE MlDﬁT (o]
HIS DELUSION, HE FELT

HADFIELD AND
OXFORD HAD?

HE HAD TO ELIMINATE
HIS TORMEN
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| SEE SOMEONE’S
BEEN PAYING
ATTENTION! g8UT

THER . \

MWNAGHTEN'S LAWYE
HAD A SECRET

\ I -

DR. ISAAC = == Y OPPORTLINITY HAS
RAY’'S TREATISE, THAT FATEFUL DAY IN LONDON | /\AAQQIOVED?HE VTIIILL NOT
OF COURSE! i 2 DISTURE MY PEACE OF
\ - A= o MIND ANY LONGER!
S = i o &
/ | 00O
] I‘
INSTEAD OF SHOOTING S MWNAGHTEN IS 8ROLIGHT TO THE
PEEL, HOWEVER... MAGISTRATES’ COURT. 0 0
i H 4:.“ M
<) ! | SEE YOU'VE COME o
2 . HERE FROM GLASGOW.
i Y WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO -
(LEF SAY FOR YOURSELF? Q- |
2 ‘ W/

el (N —1

. 2 S 7 -

« = 3 -

M. DRLUMMOND, e £
SiR, ARE YOU s A : , N =1
>r ALRIGHT? -l E L
LSS \k
C T8y iy
= ) v O ;/;_ )
z o e

. A | THE TORIES IN MY NATIVE CITY

= COMPELLED ME TO DO THIS,

<~ i SR THEY FOLLOW, PERSECUTE

Ll ' ME WHEREVER | GO. THEY
7 MWNAGHTEN SHOOTS THE PW'S HAVE ENTIRELY DESTROYED
SECPRETARY, MR. DRUMMOND. MY PEACE OF MIND,
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(~ IT CAN BE PROVEN 1 :

f
WITH EVIDENCE. THAT 4 Mo "5olmmOND WALKS |, | MWNAGHTEN (5 CHARGED
IS ALL | HAVE TO SAY. AWAY WITH A BULLET IN ’5‘4 WITH WILLFLL MURDER,
HIS BACK, BUT HE “HIGH TREASON,”
I DIES S DAYS LATER...
M7
it < T S —~
’ Q - v 2 4 j e \\:
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WE'LL SEE ABOUIT g Y &7
THAT, YOUNG MAN!/ =9 AND IS TRIED BEFORE JLIDGE
TINDAL 2 MONTHS LATER.
Z
HE IS DEFENDED 8Y £ THE TRIAL PROCEEDS.
ALEXANDER COCKBLIRN.
- :
<
% 7 %
/ A { r N
LS/ TR W &
' T'VE GOT MY WORK CUT OUT —]

FOR ME. BUT THIS AMERICAN

CHAP’S SPOT ON: INSANITY
COMES IN MANY FORMS. — /% /% M
| I (& 'A

MWNAGHTEN IS SILENT AS THE CROWN ARGLES
l THAT HE INTENTIONALLY SHOT THE VICTIM.

BEFORE ARBUMENTS GEGIN, 510 WILLIAM P

THE CROWN'S SOLICITOR-GENERAL

: ' 51RS, YOU HAVE EXAMINED

CONFERS WITH HIS TWO MEDICAL EXPERTS. THE DEFENDANT, WHAT
SAY YOUS

'NAGHTEN WAS
INSANE WHEN HE SHOT
MR. DRUMMOND.

| AGREE, SIR
WILLIAM,

| THE CROWN DOES NOT CALL MEDICAL WITNESSES.

402 The Journal of the American Academy of Psychiatry and the Law



An lllustrated History of the Insanity Defense

i 11 ’ WY T BUT DR. RAY’S BOOK
THE DEFENSE BEGINS T | / | CAN BE CONSIDERED A
i i

LEARNED TREATISE, [
| ; i AND, AS SUCH, I'LL
| ALLOW IT.

& B

i | PLEASE, PROCEE

oy
IT IS AN LINUSUAL
! 3 THING TO DO, |
/ AGREE.
\ o~
MY LORD, | OBJIECT TO MY
/ ESTEEMED COLLEAGLE L]
READING INTO THE RECORD = -
200K EXCERPTS 8Y AN
E AMERICAN DOCTOR! HOW
7 CAN THAT CARRY ANY

WEIGHT HERE?

THE DEFENSE ADDRESSES
THE JuRY.

MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
JURY, | HOLD IN MY HAND PERHAPS THE
MOST SCIENTIFIC TREATISE THAT
THE AGE HAS EVER PRODUCED UPON

THE SUBJECT OF INSANITY IN
RELATION TO JURISPRLDENCE.

—

IT IS5 THE WORK OF DR. RAY, AN DR. RAYS SAYS, “INSANITY NOT ONLY IMPAIRS THE
AMERICAN PHYSICIAN AND WRITER ON INTELLECTUAL OR REASONING POWER, BUT PERVERTS
MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, AND A THE MORAL FACULTIES, VITIATING THE TASTES AND
PROFESSOR IN ONE OF THE GREAT SENTIMENTS, AND FURNISHING STRANGE MOTIVES AND
NATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS OF IMPLULSES-TRANSFORMING THE MAN INTO A FIEND.”

THAT COLINTRY.*

*NOT EXACTLY TRUE. RAY HAD JUST GOTTEN
HIS FIRST JOB AS SUPERINTENDENT OF THE
MAINE INSANE HOSPITAL.

e
N
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WE FEEL THE EVIDENCE, ESPECIALLY OF
THE TWO MEDICAL MEN WHO TESTIFIED,
AND WHO ARE STRANGERS TO 8OTH
SIDES, AND ONLY OBSERVERS OF THE
CASE, TO 8E VERY STRONE, AND
SUFFICIENT TO INDUCE THE CROWN AND

Y

THE COURT HEARS DEFENSE MEDICAL
|| TESTIMONY AND STOPS THE CASE.

WE FIND THE PRISONER
NOT GUILTY ON THE

| FEEL THAT | SHOULD NOT 8E
PROPERLY DISCHARGING MY DUTY
TO THE CROWN AND TO THE PUBLIC,
| IF | ASKED TO &IVE YOUR VERDICT IN
{1 | THIS CASE AGAINST THE PRISONER.

S5 7 ; G

Z
..I CANNOT PRESS

FOR A VERDICT AGAINST
THE PRISONER.

)

WITH THE PRECEDENT SET 8Y HADFIELD AND
CONTINUED WITH OXFORD, WNAGHTEN WAS
CONFINED TO BETHLEM FOR ABOUT 20
YEARS. TRANSFERRED TO THE FORENSIC
HOSPITAL, BROADMOOR, WHEN IT OPENED,
HE SPENT THE LAST YEAR OF HIS LIFE THERE.

BACK IN THE
OFFICE

A\ A“a. \
50, WHAT HAPPENED Y
TO THIS GUY?
Y
[ Y

UT THAT'S NOT
THE DRAMA IN [ e
THIS LANDMARK <
CASE, RIGHT?

YOU'VE 60T THAT
RIGHT! QUEEN VIC
WENT ON THE
WARPATH!
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WHAT DID THE JURY MEAN
8Y SAYING HE WAS NOT
SUILTY?! T WILL NEVER

BELIEVE THAT ANYONE
COULD 8E “NOT GUILTY”

WHO WANTED TO MURDER

A CONSERVATIVE PRIME

MINISTER!

> THE PRIME MINISTER
GETS UNWELCOME
CORRESPONDENCE.

THIS JUST CAME FROM
THE QUEEN, SIR.

— WG
e \
o \ /

PRIME MINISTER peeﬂ

A MAN IS EXCUSED IF HE WAS

[8ACK IN THE OFFICE... | | |LABORING UNDER SLCH A DEFECT

= OF REASON, FROM DISEASE OF
AS | RECALL, THE THE MIND, AS NOT TO KNOW THE
PANEL OF LORDS NATURE AND QUALITY OF THE ACT
PETLIPNED A SET HE WAS DOING. J\
OF RPULES. ONE

OF THEM WAS THE OR, IF HE DID KNOW 1T,
TEST FOR LEGAL 7= (f‘”p’?, THAT HE DID NOT KNOW
INSANITY. ) 1A%, WHAT HE WAS DOING

WHO KNOWS
THE RULE?

00 DR, RAY ]
HAVE TO SAY?

IF TOTAL INSANITY MEANS THAT
THE DEFENDANT IS NOT RATIONAL
ON ANY SUBJECT, NO MAN CAN
EVER SUCCESSFULLY PLEAD
INSANITY IN DEFENSE OF A CRIME.

RAY: THE NEW RULE IS
REGRESSIVE.

= L

‘ [~
7 - '
HE STATEMENT 8Y THE ENGLISH
JUDGES IS A COMPLETE FAILLUIRE. IT
4 REVERTS TO LORD HALE'S PRINCIPLE:
INSANE MEN ARE THE PROPER

OBJIECTS OF PLINISHMENT.

— ]

WILL AMERICAN
COURTS ADOPT IT?
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