
to the psychological effects that a crisis, such as a
completed suicide, may have on correctional staff
and mental health providers and the role of the cli-
nician (e.g., debriefing, therapy) in this stressful sit-
uation. The discussion about the use of psychoactive
medications in jails mentioned how correctional psy-
chologists could serve as “gatekeepers” in their col-
laborative work with consulting psychiatrists. How-
ever, the controversy about prescription privileges for
psychologists was merely summed up as being elu-
sive. Readers would want to know more about this,
and how only two states, Louisiana and New Mexico,
currently allow psychologists to prescribe, and how
the American Medical Association, the American
Psychiatric Association, and most individual psy-
chologists are opposed to the idea.

Overall, I believe that this book is one of the few
well-written and practical handbooks in the area of
correctional psychology. It will be an invaluable re-
source for correctional psychologists as well as for
clinical social workers, activity therapists, advanced
nurse practitioners, and psychiatrists who plan to
work in jails and prisons.

Babatunde Adetunji, MD, MA, MS
Hammonton, NJ
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Women Who Perpetrate
Relationship Violence: Moving
Beyond Political Correctness
Edited by Frederick P. Buttell and Michelle Mohr Carney.
New York: Haworth Press, 2005. 130 pages. $29.95.

The stated goal of Women Who Perpetrate Relation-
ship Violence was to take a frank look, unfettered by
political correctness, at female perpetration of inti-
mate partner violence (IPV). The book is edited by
academics in the field of social work who have vast
experience in researching and providing clinical care
to this population. Women who batter their partners
have rarely been the subject of empirical research.
Therefore, much less is known about their patterns
of violence or their treatment than is known about
male perpetrators. The editors explain that subse-
quent to mandatory arrest laws for IPV, women rep-
resented approximately one-fourth of court referrals

to battering intervention programs. This book makes
an important contribution to understanding this
phenomenon.

The innovative text is composed of five concise
chapters that were contemporaneously published in
the Journal of Offender Rehabilitation. One chapter is
an overview of women who inflict IPV, and the re-
maining four round out the volume with original
research. The chapters are authored by psychologists,
criminologists, and social workers whose perspec-
tives regarding IPV may offend some readers. The
authors state that women who engage in violence in
their intimate relationships are heterogeneous, rang-
ing from those who are similar to classic male perpe-
trators to those who are self-protective.

The authors of the book’s well-referenced first
chapter review the literature about women as perpe-
trators of IPV, including the rarely explored matter
of violence in lesbian relationships. Several studies
are presented that support similar rates of female IPV
in homosexual and heterosexual relationships. The
authors assert that a man’s reports of victimization in
a heterosexual relationship would be likely to receive
greater scrutiny than similar reports made by a
woman. They also posit that men may not report
victimization by women because of embarrassment.
In addition, some male violence may occur in self-
defense, in response to female aggression.

The book may be considered a call for expanded
research in female IPV assessment and treatment.
Researchers who study violent behavior by women
should examine the motive, context, and severity of
the behavior. IPV may evolve in several contexts,
including a mutually reciprocal event in an argu-
ment, a predatory act, reaction borne of paranoia, or
self-protection in the context of victimization. Bland
and Orn, for example, surveyed Canadian women
who had engaged in IPV.1 The researchers found
that 23 percent of their sample had hit or thrown
things at their husbands and 73 percent had initiated
violence. This study and related work support a rec-
ommendation for female IPV offenders to be as-
sessed for Axis I and II mental disorders, personal
victimization, communication skills, frustration tol-
erance, and violence risk factors.

Authors Carney and Buttell describe research that
found that, in women who attended mandatory
treatment for IPV, excessive dependence on one’s
partner was correlated with violence by the perpetra-
tor. Also, batterer intervention programs that fo-
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cused on social skills development and anger man-
agement skills did not reduce interpersonal
dependence in female perpetrators of IPV; their de-
pendency needs increased by the end of the program.
Women who withdrew from the program were more
dependent and aggressive than those who completed
it. Therefore, attachment style and interpersonal de-
pendency may be relevant targets in developing treat-
ment programs.

The chapter by Simmons et al. contrasts personal-
ity profiles of women and men referred for IPV treat-
ment. Although men more commonly have depen-
dent personality traits, abusive women evidence
histrionic, narcissistic, and compulsive traits.
Women are also more likely than men to have per-
sonality disorders. These findings suggest that treat-
ment programs for this group of offenders should
involve regulation of emotions and improving cop-
ing skills.

Victoria Titterington and Laura Harper, the au-
thors of the fourth chapter, describe disproportion-
ate female representation in intimate partner homi-
cide perpetration relative to other types of violent
offenses by women. In Houston, Texas, for example,
40 percent of intimate partner homicides were per-
petrated by women, most of whom used guns to
complete the act. The authors report that when
women are violent, their victims are commonly their
loved ones, and access to guns can result in fatal
outcomes.

In the final chapter, gender differences in IPV re-
cidivism were examined in samples from Portland,
Oregon, and Memphis, Tennessee. The authors con-
cluded that the men studied were more likely to
reoffend, and the women were more likely to be vic-
tims in the future. A small group of women were the
primary aggressors in their intimate relationships.
Another group was involved in violent intimate rela-
tionships that tended toward mutual aggression. The
authors contend that arguments that these groups of
women should be treated differently in sentencing
and treatment programs from women acting in self-
defense have merit. Also, development of effective
interventions in the prevention of both reoffending
and future victimization is paramount as a public
health concern.

This provocative, insightful book, which illumi-
nates current research in female IPV, is recom-
mended to mental health clinicians, particularly
those involved with planning programs for batterers

and those interested in learning more about women
as perpetrators and victims of IPV. Professionals who
understand the motivation for IPV, its context, and
women’s risk factors, can guide policy and program
development and implementation. This informative
book also may help professionals who seek to provide
unbiased evaluations and rehabilitation services for
these women.
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Relocation Issues in Child
Custody Cases
Edited by Philip M. Stahl and Leslie M. Drozd. New York:
The Haworth Press, Inc., 2006. 181 pages. $150.00,
hardcover; $45.95, paperback.

Relocation Issues in Child Custody Cases addresses one
of the most challenging matters that child custody
evaluators encounter in a mobile society. The chap-
ters in this book were published as articles in the
2006 Journal of Child Custody (JCC). The articles
were edited by two psychologists: Dr. Leslie M.
Drozd, who is Editor in Chief of the JCC, and Dr.
Philip M. Stahl, who served as a guest editor for the
issue. Stahl’s goal was to produce a book that has “a
multi-disciplinary tone for a multi-disciplinary audi-
ence.” The authors include psychology professors, a
law professor, practicing attorneys, and judges.

One of the pivotal cases in parental relocation, In
re Marriage of LaMusga,1 is examined by Stahl, who
served as the child custody expert during the adjudi-
cation. In this case, the California Supreme Court
held that a custodial parent does not have a presump-
tive legal right to relocate. That is, a court may re-
evaluate a custody agreement if a noncustodial par-
ent is able to show that the custodial parent’s
relocation will be detrimental to the children.

Psychology professors William Fabricius and San-
ford Braver update their 2003 study2 of the impact of
parental relocation. The authors’ findings remain
unchanged: maternal relocation is associated with,
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