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Reviewed by John K. Torrens, MD

Samuel Wallace is Professor of Sociology at the University of Tennessee at
Knoxville. He is author of several publications in the field of suicide. Albin
Eser is Professor of Criminal and Comparative Law at the University of
Tiibingen in West Germany, and Judge at the Upper Court in Stuttgart.

This book is the outgrowth of a conference on suicide and euthanasia
held in Germany in 1975, organized by Eser. Wallace was a participant in
this conference. He subsequently worked with Eser, and this book is a
result of their collaboration. The book is a compendium of eight articles by
the above and six other authorities in the field. The editors have tried to use
each article to trace the relationship between suicide and euthanasia, and to
develop a means or rationale for examining these two acts. This rationale or
perspective they call *'the rights of personhood.”” This concept proposes
that in suicide or euthanasia the emphasis should be on the existence (or
demise) of the "*person’’ rather than on the physiology or vital signs. The
loss of the **person’’ as in comatose patients, terminally ill cancer patients,
or the victims of extensive stroke damage should be the main consideration
in regard to suicide or euthanasia.

The chapter by Lenore Weitzman is interesting, particularly with re-
spect to the reaction of the survivors of ‘*social suicide’’ who treated these
deaths as real, even though the people were still alive. The chapter by
Robert Twycross is the principal article on euthanasia. It interestingly
presents euthanasia as ‘‘assisted suicide.”

As with many volumes of edited collections of papers, the quality and
usefulness are uneven. Despite the title and the approach, most of the
articles relate to suicide and tend, in the reviewer’s opinion, to be somewhat
repetitive and to contain little that is particularly new. The bibliography is
quite complete and contains a large number of articles from the German
literature for those interested in pursuing this topic beyond the usual re-
sources. O
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