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The timing could not be better. Forensic 
psychiatry is now a recognized subspe- 
cialty, the American Board of Medical 
Specialties has given its first exam, and 
now we have our first true encyclopedic 
forensic psychiatry textbook. With a for- 
mat similar to those of Kaplan and Sad- 
off, and Hales and Talbott, this most am- 
bitious project was conceived and shaped 
by Richard Rosner, MD, and the Tri-State 
Chapter of the American Academy of 
Psychiatry and the Law. 

I received my copy approximately one 
month before the first Forensic Psychiatry 
Subspecialty Examination. It was perfect 
for a last-minute review, and the preface 
pointed out that the book was designed 
with national standards in mind. The book 
is 635 pages long (including index) and is 
divided into nine sections. These sections 
are basically identical to the case curricu- 
lum of forensic psychiatry established by 
the Accredited Council on Fellowships in 
Forensic Psychiatry-history, legal regu- 
lation, criminal, civil, family, and basic 
law issues, and special clinical issues. 

Each section has an individual editor 
who selects the contributing authors. 
Some editors, such as Robert Lloyd Gold- 
stein, MD, JD (Basic Issues in Law), 
wrote the majority of their topics. Others, 
such as Kathleen Quinn, MD (Family 

Law and Domestic Relations), did not 
contribute their own work. In Dr. Quinn's 
case, this is a definite loss for the reader, 
because her contributions to previous 
forensic textbooks have been superior. Al- 
though sections are appropriate and use- 
ful, a few individual chapter headings 
seem to be stretching our need to know 
such as, "Torture and Brainwashing," by 
Louis Jolyon West. This is an interesting 
topic by an excellent writer; however, one 
wonders if this topic will still be consid- 
ered a forensic psychiatry cornerstone in 
future editions. 

For the most part, the individual chap- 
ters were appropriate to their sections. 
However, it seemed to me that "The 
Death Penalty," an excellent review by 
Leong, Silva, and Weinstock, belonged in 
the Criminal Justice section rather than in 
the History and Practice section. Also, the 
"Competence Assessments" by Wein- 
stock seemed to fit more naturally in the 
Civil Law section. 

The longest chapter is "Parental Com- 
petence and Termination of Parental 
Rights," by David Armitage, MD, JD. Al- 
though I admit this is an important topic, 
in the big picture of forensic psychiatry it 
is probably not of higher priority or more 
useful than criminal competency or psy- 
chiatric malpractice. The Special Clinical 
Issues section was the longest and seems 
to have had the most variable quality con- 
trol. Some of the contributors, such as 
Philip Resnick ("Malingering"), are well 
known and widely accepted, but if this 
textbook is to continue through further 
editions, each contributor in this section 
may need to meet that same test. 

The Correctional Psychiatry section 
was extremely helpful. This is an area that 
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has been missing from most handbooks. 
Unfortunately, the information to be com- 
municated in Basic Issues in Law still is 
rather tedious reading and requires those 
inevitable and ubiquitous footnotes. For 
many readers, jumping up and down the 
page is not just a distraction but an invila- 
tion to leave the room for a snack. Never- 
theless, Mr. Goldstein's text was concise 
and competent. 

The last section in the book is called 
Landmark Cases in Forensic Psychiatry. 
Sixty-three cases are highlighted, and, de- 
pending on the future importance of this 
volume, these cases may reflect or even 

determine many questions in forensic 
psychiatry exams. 

It may not be perfect; there may be 
some variations in the quality of the writ- 
ing and the cover needs a different color 
and a new design, but the format is long 
overdue. Simply stated, this book finally 
organizes the subject matter of our sub- 
specialty in the way it should be done. It 
may have a long life at the top or there 
may soon be other challengers but, for the 
moment, Principles and Practice of 
Forensic Psychiatry is probably the most 
useful reference book for any specialist in 
this field. 
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