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The purpose of this paper is to examine aspects of violent behavior demonstrated by 
Alaskan Eskimos in temlS of traditional personality dynamics. Aggression has always 
been a part of Eskimo society. It has existed in concert with such often described Eskimo 
norms as sharing. gregariousness and the often apparent lack of verbal and physical 
aggression. Because aggression has been such a taboo subject. it has. from many stereo
types of Eskimo personality. been totally omitted. The following short descriptions re
flect aspects of Eskimo socialization and adult life which must be borne in mind in 
order to have a complete view of Eskimo personality. 

There was no suggestion of hesitation or repugnance in killing the baby seals. Nunivak 
children are conditioned to a predatory life from the time they can toddle. They desire 
illtellSely to kill animals. and they practice by using slingshots. bolas. and darts against 
birds. foxes. puppies. anything moving.! 

It is considered an impropriety to wear the hunting knife while in the men's house. 
Rine~ are essentially taboo in the men's house. Conversely no man would venture 
out on the moving ice without his weapons. Not only are they needed for killing seals. 
but the moving ice is traditionally considered the realm where one is most vulnerable 
and in danger of murderous attacks from men and other creatures.2 

Many of the traditional Eskimo personality values and liabilities have persisted to 
the present time. The cultural tendency toward the denial of aggressive impulses is 
severely tested as the Eskimo person encounters the social and psychological challenges 
of the non-Eskimo world. The processes of social change have been greatly accelerated 
since vVorld War II. There are. of course. no violence rates available from traditional 
times. What we have are reconstructions of traditional society described by informants. 
Excellent examples of this type of data focusing on aggression and conflict management 
are provided by Briggs.:l Bogojavlensky.4 and Hennigh." to name a few. 

Formal statistical rates such as those relating to homicide and suicide date back to 
the early fifties. They show a marked increase since the mid-1960·s. 

This paper will examine in detail three cases of Eskimo violence. The first two cases 
ill\"()lve homicides which occurred in small north Alaskan villages. The third, an assault, 
occurred in a southwest ;\laskan rural town. The dllage cases will be discussed as a unit. 
while the town case will be treated separately. The discussion will emphasize the differ
en({'s between the more traditional Eskimo villages and the transitional towns. difTerences 
which are crucial in understanding present-day Eskimo Alaska. The town case illustrates 
violence associated with the social disorganization of the transitional town. Both village 
and town cases will illustrate some of the current stress which would help account for 
the increased violence rates in the last ten years. 

1\ further purpose of the paper is to demonstrate the type of information regarding 
ethnic diversity which can be presented to the COllrt system as a result of the forensic 
examination. 

• Dr. Bloom is Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry, Uni,oersity of \Vashington, and is 
associated with the Langdon Psychiatlic Clinic, Inc., Anchorage. Alaska. 
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I. Village Homicide 

Rural Alaska is made up of \'ast areas of land spotted with approximately 175 villages or 
towns. In 1968. of the 53.000 native people in Alaska, 70% lived in villages or towns that 
are predominantly native and 30% lived in the larger urban centers like Anchorage or 
Fairbanks.1i :\fost of the people still live in the small villages. ranging in size from 
50-700 people; however. there is increasing migration toward the towns and cities.7 

The E,kimo population of approximately 35.000 people inhabit the northern and 
we,tern coa,tal regions of the state. They have also migrated inland along the river 
,ystems of Alaska. especially along the two great river systems of the Yukon and Kus· 
kokwim. Traditionally semi-nomadic. they now live in permanent villages with seasonal 
trips to fishing and hunting camps. :\fany engage in a pattern of circular migration to 
other parts of the state for employmem: firefighting. cannery work. fishing and tempo
ra ry construct ion projects. 

The village economy is generally based on subsistence activities and seasonal Bureau 
of Indian ,\ffain welfare assistance. Employmellt within the village is limited to a few 
standard jobs. such as the village health aide. the postmaster. the school janitor. and 
the teacher aide. and ill the larger towm. paid village policemen and employees of 
nati\'e stores. It is significant that in both cases of village homicide to be described below. 
the offenders held paid positions in the villages. In one case the man was manager of 
the A;\;ICA native store. and in the sccond. the man was the village policeman. 

Robert H., Village Store Manager 
Robert H. was the manager of an ,·\laska :\'ative Industries Cooperative Association 
store (A;\IICA). in a small Northwestern Alaskan E,kimo village. Robert was 48 years 
old and married. and had managed the store for the past four years. The following 
gives some description of the structure of the A;\IICA organization: 

A;\IICA is a cooperative that was organized and owned by a number of Alaskan native 
villages to promote the general welfare of the membership. to engage in any form of 
activity which will benefit the owners. the village owners. The papers were drawn in 
1947 and it was organized under the Department of Interior at that time. It first 
became fUllctioning as a bminess emity here in Seattle in 1948. There are now 28 
member villages and about 12 nonmember and associate members. A member village 
has a financial interest in the association. They also have an elected delegate from 
within the community that is either selected by the community as a whole or by the 
JRl\ council. which is a form of village organization. T]10se representatives form the 
Hoard of Dir('ctors of the association. They in tllTn select from among themselves an 
executi\'e wmmittee composed of five members. These executive board members meet 
either vearly or more often to set policy of the association .... The Seattle Office acts 
as all employee of the native \illage employees by providing a purchasing. traffic. 
bookkeeping branch or extensio/J of their operations in the dllages. s 

Against this hackground about the A1'IICA organization. the following are the events 
of :\fay 18-19. 1972, as reported hy this observer to the Superior Court of the State of 
Alaska.9 Early in the morning of l\f ay 19. 1972. Robert H. shot and killed William P. 
after an argument. 

Robert H. stated that he was "drinking that day" (May 18). beginning about two in 
the afternoon while at work in the store. The drinking continued on and off through 
the rest of the afternoon. After supper his wife attended the local school graduation but 
he decided to stay home. Later in the evening he went to meet his wife, and the two 
of them dropped in to visit \\,illiam P. and his wife. Robert H. stated that he was 
high when they arrived at the P. home. but not drunk. The four people then proceeded 
to drink heavily. After the liquor supply was finished. Robert stated that he had more 
whiskey at his house. and he and William went over to get it. At the H. house the 
two men began to drink from the new supply and never returned to P.'s house. As the 
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drinking continued, Robert stated, William began to get "funny" and started demand· 
ing that Robert give him a snow machine belt which Robert was keeping for him at 
the store. (Apparently some weeks before a snow machine belt ordered by William P. 
had arrived at the post office C.O.D. P. couldn't pay for it at the time and he approached 
H., as store manager, and asked if the store could pay the C.O.D. charges and then sell 
the belt to him when he had the money. Robert had agreed, and the snow machine 
belt was purchased with store money and was being held for William P.) According 
to Robert, William became very demanding and stated that he wanted the belt right 
then and there. Robert refused and the argument intensified. Robert said that he tried 
to get \Villiam to pay something for the belt, since W'illiam already owed the store over 
S600.00. Robert refused to let him have it unless he paid half of the $200.00. According 
to Robert, \Villiam kept arguing and started all at once to "beat" him up. He said 
that his shirt was torn and that he was beaten around the eyes. Robert said that while 
\Villiam was "beating me up, I must have been knocked out or something ... I blacked 
out and don't remember having a gun." 

He vaguely recalled William's daughter screaming at him that he had shot her father. 
He had no recollection of getting the gun and of shooting William as he walked away 
from his house. Robert felt that he was "blacked out" from the beating he had from 
William. 

Some background history is important in understanding the above described events. 
This description will focus all the relationship of both men to the ANICA store, since it 
was a major source of tension between the two men. Robert H. was originally from 
another nearby village. He came to his new home about five or six years ago after his 
home had burned down. His new home was in his wife's village and he was able to 
obtain a house in this village. He never fully felt at home in the new village, feeling 
as if he was regarded by the local people as an outsider. In 1969, the IRA council 
offered him the job of ANICA store manager. At that time the store was in very poor 
,hape because of the illness of and mismanagement by the previous manager. Robert 
started at a salary of $200.00 per month and understood that it was supposed to in· 
crease $50.00 every six months until he reached S400.00 per month. He felt that his 
contract called for these raises but he never obtained them. Robert stated that he would 
occasionally mention to one of the council members his belief that he should get a 
raise but that he never pushed it. Asked if he were angry that he hadn't gotten a raise, 
he said ... "Yeah, it made me mad, they never kept their agreement, but I can't do 
nothing about it, you can't go telling people you're mad." I asked him why not. He 
said, ":\Iaybe they would laugh at me if I tell them I'm mad; maybe they didn't want to 
gi"e me a raise because I am from a different village. Men over there are that way ... 
treat you different than the rest in the village. I never bothered them ... you can't do 
nothing alone." 

There are substantial inherent pressures on an Eskimo person in the job of store 
manager, in addition to the personal frustration H. felt over his pay and his feelings of 
aloneness in the village. The problems involved managing a store with pressure coming 
from both the native community and the hierarchy of ANICA. If a person is to succeed 
as a store manager, he must be able to handle the issue of credit. Credit provides the 
greatest source of conflict betweell community and store and the greatest source of per· 
sonal conflict for the management. 

In this present case the issue of credit was very important. \Villiam P. had already 
been given a substantial amount of credit at the store, around $600.00. Further, Robert 
had made an error as a manager ill paying for the snow machine belt which had come 
to the post office C.O.D. According to the court deposition given by the ANICA 
superintendent: 

In some cases the stores know that they are not supposed to give credit, so they give 
trapping loans or they'll give cash loans or they'll give post office loans, that is to go 
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down and pick up C.O.D. packages at the post office, and these loans sometimes are 
written on pieces of paper that disappear ... Now somebody like Robert could be 
doing anyone of those things and not really be aware that he might be damaging 
the store. He might know that if a regional coordinator came to town and saw him 
doing it. he might he unhappy, hut that doesn't neces~arily mean that Robert or a 
native store managel of Robert's experience would necessarily relate what he was do
ing to dishonesty. He might be feeling that he was helping people. 11l 

He further points out that managers of smaller stores like the one in this description 
might not have the understanding or experience to see the relationship of credit to 
poor ~tore functioning'. Thus, one possible motive for the extension of credit is to help 
people who obviously need the help. 

The information provided in this case seems to point to a \'ery different reason for 
the credit extended to \Villiam P. It seems to me that Robert knew that as store man
ager he wa.s wrong' in picking up the GO.D. order. Further, he felt that giYing Olit the 
snow machine helt to \\'illiam when he demanded it w;" "wrong." The question would 
then arise: why did he do it in the first pla(e? \"hy extend the credit to \Villiam P. to 
the amount of S(iOO.OO and why pay the C.O.D. charges for the snow machine belt? 
These que-tions bring us to a discussion of \\'illiam P. and his place in the J\l\'ICA 
hierarchy. \\'illiam P. had been hoi'll in this village and was an extremely proud and 
well-respected man in the cOIllmunity. He had held at various times most of the elected 
ofhces in the village and had been a former store manager. Over the same period of 
time that Rohert H. had heen manager of the :\:\"IC.\ store. \Villiam P. was the presi
dent of the ,\1\'IC.\ Board of Directors. Prior to that he had been a member of the 
board and prior to that had been a member of the ,;ecuritv board. Thus, \\'illiam had 
a position in A~IG\ which W;I'; superior to Robert's and which Robert did not really 
understand. '.\"hen Robert was <jue,tioned about \Villiam's role in :\NICA, he said, 
"He W;I'; an .\:\ICA adYisor or something. He went to Seattle about the store. There 
is an office down there ill Seattle and John R. would be able to explain what he is." 
The implication of this material will be di,cussed below. 

John A., Village Policeman 

John A. is a 32-year-old man who on .\pril 23, 1972, shot and killed Howard R. after 
a drinking bout with Howard and his wife. 

John was cooperati\'e throughout the interviews and related event, as far as he could 
"remember" them. The accused suffered a much morc prolonged period of amnesia in 
this case, and mllch information was pieced together from police records. Prior to his 
arrest John ,en'cd as police chid of a large northwestern Eskimo village. John stated 
that prior to the e,'elll, to be de,cribed he had been awake for the previous 48 hours, 
out of the village at the site of a wh~t1e kill. \\'hen he returned home he immediately 
began his work as a police ofbcer. Dllring the e\"Cning it was necessary for him to take 
into cmtody ,cveral village people who were openlv drunk. The last person he arrested 

was his cousin, who was drunk and hostile. The comin ,taned telling John about 
sexual ad"ances made to him bv John" wife se"eral months before. John became very 
upset and angry at his wife. He stated that his marriage had been good until the 
pre\'iolls ~Jarch. when he was ofF with the :\"ational Guard and his wife was in l\'ome. 
,\t that time. ,he apparently had bewme ill\'oh'ed sexually with other men and was 
aho drinking qllite hC;l\·il\,. He had sllb,equentlv made other discoveries which led him 
to doubt his wife's fidelity and made him feel extremely depressed and inadequate. 

:\fter arre,ting his cou,in he returned to his own home and aCCllsed his wife of the 
actioll'; related to him by his cousin. She denied that anything really happened. Appar
ellth then:, was a big argume/lt \dlich led to John'S striking his wife. This was soon 
followed by a visit by his aunt. his cousin's mother, who tried to calm him down, 
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telling him to accept the events and forget about them ... '\t this point, John states, he 
left the house and looked for one of his assistants to take over the police duty. He 
then returned to Henry's coffee house and accepted drinks which had been previously 
offered while he was on duty .. \fter he started drinking, Howard R. and his wife came 
into the coffl'e shop and also began to drink. After a while they all went to Howard's 
house, where apparently the drinking wntinued. 

The quantity of alcohol consumed was apparently \'ery large. John stated that he 
had been drinking 151 proof rum with beer and side shots of vodka. The exact amount 
is impossible to determine. but was no doubt extremely heavy. John told me that his 
goal was to drink until he had calmed his nen'es and was able to go to sleep. He stated 
that his mind was continually on the story that his cousin had told him, including the 
fact that his cousin had laughed at him because of his wife. The last thing he remem
hered ahout the night was saying that he wanted to lie down, early in the morning 
hours. The next thing he remembered was waking in the morning in the same bed with 
Howard's wife. The dead hody of Howard R. was found in the front shed. He had 
been shot. and from extensi\e ... ifting of stories it appeared that John had shot him 
after a light had developed between Howard and his wife. 

Town Violence 

The following Gise is presented as a contrast to the material presented from the two 
\·iIIages. There has been an increasing trend toward violence in rural Alaska, both 
suicide and homicide, and much of this violence is taking place in rural towns like 
"orne or Bethel. "'hat is more. it seems to be most profoundly affecting the young. 
The following case history has many elements typical of situations involving young 
people. 

Richard P. is a 19-year-old man who evidently shot Dan R. multiple times, on De
cember ;{l. 19n. Dan R. did not die and Richard P. was charged with felonious assault. 
The event, are as follows: 

From all records available, dating back several years, Richard P. has a long history 
of adjustment difficulties. He was born to Eskimo parents in a small village in south
western Alaska. He was adopted as an infant by Paul P.; at the time he was described 
as malnourished and neglected. He began to get into trouble in his early teens and 
first cam~ to the attention of the juvenile authorities in 1969. At that time he was 
admitted to the Youth Center in Anchorage on two charges of breaking and entering 
into a native store. He spent about one year at the Center and returned to his \'illage, 
Bethel. in 1970. He was home for a short time when he began to get into trouble 
again O\'er consumption of alcohol and theft. Later in 1970 he was sent to Anchorage 
tinder the auspices of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation. He lasted in Anchorage 
lor three weeks, was arre.sted twice for drinking, and returned to Bethel in December 
1)[ I!l70. In earlv 1971 he was again arrested for drinking. While in jail he became 
Yiolent and threatened to stab himself. In April of 1971 he was sent back to the Youth 
Center and transferred to a correctional boys' ranch. He stayed there until February 
of 1972. He says he was yery bitter about his placement and couldn't wait to leave. In 
Fehruary of 1972, after turning 18, he was released from the boys' ranch and from 
the jurisdiction of the court so that he could join the sen' ice. His career in the service 
was marred by the same sort of adjustment problems. He went A l\'OL at least three 
times a nd on t he third time went home to Bethel. He finally was given a general dis
charge and went home in September, 1972. 

He was arrested in October for drinking and disorderly conduct and was sent to 
the Anchorage jail from October to December, 1972. He was home in Bethel only about 
a week before the shooting of Dan R. 

During his week at home prior to the shooting of 1\lr. R., he states, he was again 
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drinking, and there is evidence that he was quite upset. On the evening of the shooting 
his father was told by his uncle that Richard was suicidal and had, at his uncle's house, 
pointed a knife at his own throat. All through the evening he was drinking and his 
father was not able to find him during that period of time, although he apparently did 
look for him. 

Richard describes the events of that evening as follows: He was drinking with an
other man at Dan R.'s house early in the evening. Richard left Dan R.'s house to go 
to a dance but was told by the man to return later on. When he came back later in the 
evening he did not find the man he was drinking with but found Dan R. 

From Richard's description, :\Ir. R. initially was very angry at him and accused him 
of breaking windows and messing up the house. Richard says that Mr. R. pushed him 
down the steps and then started to apologize. From Richard's point of view, Mr. R. 
appeared to be making sexual advances. He felt that Mr. R.'s behavior was very 
similar to the behavior that he had experienced at Fort On! when he had been ap
proached by homosexual men. Richard says he got very angry at this point and deliber
ately went back to his house to get his gun. He says that he can remember most of what 
happened but that at times he "blanked out." He remembers that he got to Dan R.'s 
door, that he knocked on the door, and that when :\Ir. R. showed himself he shot him, 
at least four times, After shooting him he returned home via a roundabout route, hid 
the gun, and went to bed, where he was arrested several hours later. 

He says that, although Dan R. did not make any open homosexual overtures, the 
way he "looked" reminded him of his past experience. I asked him why he did not just 
leave, and he said that he felt that he had to shoot Dan R. because he would never 
be able to face him again. He said he was frightened of "those people" and that he got 
"scared when a man like that comes around." There was no question in his mind that 
he knew what he was doing in the seme that he committed a deliberate action, He says he 
had to do it because "that man" (Dan R.) would see him again and he would "know." 

Discussion 

Tanayll has classified homicidal behavior into three types: ego-syntonic homicide, ego
dystonic (dissociative) homicide, and psychotic homicide. He describes ego-dystonic 
homicide as "resulting from a process occurring between two individuals whose personali
ties and life situation determine the deadly outcome. The homicide in these cases 
represents a resolution of a conflict extending over a long period of time and main
tained primarily on an unconscious level. The killing takes place during a disruption 
of the ego and may be precipitated by a seemingly insignificant provocation." He 
describes psychotic homicide as rare and associated with psychotic states, and ego-syntonic 
homicide as a goal-directed action "committed for the purpose of fulfilling a consciously 
acceptable wish." 

All three cases described have clear elements of ego-dystonic homicide, with the case 
of lown violence (Richard A.), however, merging into the psychotic category. The 
town case is more typical of the violent events which are growing in intensity in rural 
Alaska. The characteristics of the growing violence are that they are affecting the young, 
seem always associated with alcohol. and many times seem aimless and representative 
of a general cultural disorganization which is affecting segments of Eskimo Alaska, 

The changes in the violence expression pattern in rural Alaska are striking and are 
summarized in Table I. 

It is apparent from the table that major changes began in the mid-sixties, and that 
from that time to the present there has been an acceleration in both suicide and homi
cide. Accurate statistics by ethnic groups are missing for the homicide category. Kraus,13,H 
in a series of papers on Ala,kan native suicide, has found that the increase in the sui
cide rates is a reflection of an increase in suicide among late adolescents and young 
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TABLE 112 

Alaskan Native Suicides and Homicides: 1950-1971 

Year Suicide Homicide 

1950 7 3 
1951 3 7 
1952 8 1 
1953 3 2 
1954 4 4 
1955 3 4 
1956 6 8 
1957 7 5 
1958 5 6 
1959 3 3 
1960 4 2 
1961 7 6 
1962 7 4 
1963 4 6 
1964 9 7 
1965 5 12 
1966 13 16 
1967 14 8 
1968 14 14 
1969 4 13 
1970 15 14 
1971 20 12 

Total 130 131 

adults. 'Vork is proceeding to define the homicide statistics along the lines done for 
sllicides. Suffice it for this report to note the alarming trend in the general statistics and 
to note the changes since the year 1966. In 1970 the homicide rate for Alaskan natives 
was 27.6, while it was 6.8 for the United States as a whole.15 

The three cases presented give substantial clues to some of the dynamic factors in 
the rising rates of violence. Although the cases can be classified in the general categories 
presented above, the question remains: is there anything particularly "Eskimo" about 
these cases that would necessitate a separate study of Eskimo homicide? Any culturally 
distinct group of people exhibit discernible characteristics which define them as a 
separate group. Aside from the obvious geographic environmental situation by which 
Eskimos are defined, they manifest basic personality styles. One of these basic styles 
involves the Eskimo aggression management system. This has been examined in detail 
in the recent literature by Briggs.IO who discusses the elaborate cultivation and shaping 
of aggressive instincts in Eskimo society. Briggs worked in central Canada. and there 
certainly are questions as to whether the Alaskan Eskimo shares in the same degree of 
control over aggression management. There are, however. indications that some very 
strict rules regarding anger, aggression, and violence cut across all Eskimo society. 
Lubart17 takes traditional aggression management systems one step further by defining 
an area of "impounding of hostile and competitive impulses" as one point of tension 
in Eskimo personality which seriously threatens adaptation in a changing society. Both 
cases of village violence described above illustrate this problem. Each man was exposed 
to the violence-producing situation because of the extension of western society into 
,'illage life. Both store manager and policeman are certainly non-Eskimo jobs. The 
job places each man in a psychologically dangerous position. Inherent in the job is the 
inevitable role conflict and reference group alteration, with its concomitant psychological 
tension. Further. each job placed the man in a position which is traditionally difficult 
for an Eskimo to assume. the position of "boss." or authority figure-that is, any posi
tion which mandates that one man stand out over others in his community. The leveling 
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forces in Eskimo society, pulling people back to the group, are strong and unrelenting, 
The people will assert the need for men in such positions, but at the same time they will 
aIso test, tease, or ridicule those in the positions, 

In the case of the store manager, the major testing issue is credit. The manager is 
placed in the almost impossible pmitioH of having his job success defined by opposite 
dicta, Success, defined by his western bosses, is his ability to deny credit; but his popu
larity and psychological comfort with his own people rest upon his acceptance of the 
group norms of sharing and al'oidance of confrontation, His relationship with the man 
he shot and with the village was ambivalent at best, The man who was murdered was, 
in actuality, more of a boss than the store manager himself; he had a "mysterious" 
relatiomhip with the manager's own agency and he seemed to have the best of the 
situation, including more credit than any of the other people in town, His munler was 
traditional in the sense that he wcnt too far. Therc is a thcme in Eskimo society of the 
"bully" who dominates others bv force of terror, rumor of previow, violence, or threatened 
I iolence, The bully survil'es until hc goes too far, and thcn he is destroyed, This theme 
fits the (,I('nts of this situation: ,\ store manager from another village, exposed to the 

marginality of being an ouhider, compoundcd by the stress precipitated by role connict. 
finally acts violently against the man who most represents the mastery and prestige that 
he GlIlnot achicvc, 

The l'iIlagc 1'01 icema n story reprcscn t saga i n thc ou tmme of role conflict and im
poundcd hostile impulses, The precipitating cvellts rel'olve around ridicule experienced 
bv the policcman in the pursuit of his job-ridicule focused on the marital <onnict 
whi(h had been quietlv opera tin' for some time, After an abortil'e confrontation with his 
wife, the man retreated into drinking behin'ior and <onlused and violent intervention 
in a marital fight im'oh'ing his friends. 

Other threads in Eskimo research <omc together in the study of these violent events, 
The classification of dissociative homicide is critical for Eskimo violence, I have never 

seen an episode of violent behavior of 1111)' kind not involving the use of alcohol, and 
hal'e nevcr seen a serious violent event without some degree of dissociative episode 
present. 

Di.~,>ociative episodes seem to lie at the core of the periodic excitement. Pibloktoql~ 

and hV.'>terical mechani.'>m haH' I'epcatcdh' been postulatcd as operatil'e in basic Eskimo 
per,>onality dvnamics1!l In another rq)()rt~O I have pointcd to the range of hysterical
di.w)ciative el'ents surrounding sleep phenomena, It scems clear that the dissociation 
associated with violence is in the sen'ice of ego-dcnial of the dread hostile wishes, Thc 
denial associated with alcohol and dissociation is profound and stubborn, "It is not 
mc, it was "on]('onc else" or "It was thc drinks" arc common '>tatements made after a 

violent en'nt. The extellSiH' denial. the long training ill\'olved in the inhibition of 
hmtilit\', and the consequcnt reluctance to make anger COlIScious and verbal all lead 
to great dilhcultie.' in p.,,,chother;'1l1. 

The third (as(', the onl, example 01 town I'iolence cited, needs some additional 
commelll. Rural towns ,>uch ;" Bethel or :\ome are center, of communication, education, 
and medical treatment, and also serve ;" contact points betwccn traditional and western 
"alues. "·\lthough a thorough description of these towns is beyond the scope of this re
port. ,ufTicc it to say that cultural disorgani/ation, I'iolence, and identity confusion, 
e'pecially among the young, are prominent features of town life, l\[ore complete dcscrip
tions of town life have been pro\'ided hI' Luhart.:!l Hippler.:!2 Ervin,2,Q and Rloom.:!4 

It is in the towns where the voung arc most profoundly affected with a perva,>iYe sense 
of alienation and identity diffmion, Thc casc described was dlOsen to illustrate the 

depth of these corrosive proce.,.,es at work. The violence was random in the sense that 
the aggressor and l'ictim had no extemiYe past history of intertwined behavior. The 

aggressor acted out of a frame of rderence of chaotic and disorganiled past experience 
coupled with an aimless prcsellt situation, It is here, in this young man, that the 
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dissociative approaches the psychotic. It is in this age group, in these towns, that the 
whole society takes its closest turn toward unraveling. The point here is not to be overly 
pessimistic but still to avoid denying the evidence of a whole generation of extremely 
troubled young people. E\'idence is accumulating from various sources of a pattern of 
rampallt drinking. serious p,ychopatholog)' emerging in the high school population,25 
and it pattern of endemic town violence. 

Conclusion 

The goal of thi, paper is to begin a focus on current Eskimo homicide, from the point 
of \iew of traditional per,onality dynamics. Solutions will be found only if these factors 
arc taken into ac(()unt. Time and time again I have seen unsophisticated people urge 
Eskimos toward methods of problenHoh'ing which are entirely counter to Eskimo 
problem·,olving styles. Since 1966 we have seen a plethora of confrontation-oriented 
groups urge Eskimos to stand up and confront, encounter one another, express them
selves. etc. \Vhether these devices fit the traditional Eskimo style of problem solving was 
of little interest to such groups. and it may vcry well be that these tactics are partially 
invoh'Cd in the loosening of cultural restraints to the expression of violence. 

On the other hand. creative ventures in community power and expression like the 
Shriver project.2H a culturally syntonic wmmunity development project in the Village 
of Emmonak, show that methods of challge carl be integrated into traditional communal 
,Ill/ill'S. Hippler and Conn27 have begun an exploration of traditional Eskimo law ways 
and the relationship of these concepts to current efforts in criminal justice administra
tion in rural Alaska. Violence reduction on a social-cultural level will come from projects 
such as these and ultimately will depend in the 'next decade upon the shaping and force 
of the newly organized regional ."I:ati\·e Corporations. On an individual level. violence re
duction steps must be explored immediately and can take many forms, from the removal 
of hig'h school students from disorganized rural toWIlS to the introduction and diversifica
tion of rural mental health treatment programs, which at the present time are meagre. 
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