
pungent chapter calling attention to the unfortunate instances of mental 
health professionals who intrude beyond their ken into the law, behave in 
an ill-informed and judgmental way in the legal system, are careless in 
their thinking and presentation of ideas, hasty in action, unreflective and 
even mildly sadistic at times. Silber follows with a discussion of patients' 
rights in relation to court appearances: right to counsel, right to know 
specific charges, right to time for preparing defense, right to jury option, 
right to freedom from pressure during proceedings, right to confront 
witnesses of adversary, and right to be judged on issue of innocence or 
guilt. Roberts reviews the case against coerced treatment in the prison 
system, and reviews the methods that seem to have been most successful 
- encounter-like marathon groups, partial-release programs, and after­
release programs. Lipsit presents an excellent chapter on testimony, 
detailing requirements for competency, capacity, dangerousness and 
recidivism appraisals. He also describes what is required of the expert 
witness in divorce, custody, and testamentary cases. 

Rosenhan describes his famous pseudcrpatient project, which is 
respectfully and thoroughly criticized by Spitzer. 

Schulman points out that competency examinations far exceed 
N.G.RI. pleas and have serious consequences in many states. They have 
been overutilized by judges. He shows that the diminished responsibility 
finding has been very popular in England since the Homicide Act of 
1957. Lipsit pleads a case for establishing better functional tests for 
competency. 

Ennis and Litwack, citing Baxstrom and a California study showing 
.31 % of true positives in predicting dangerousness, call for an elimination 
of such prediction by psychiatrists or other mental health professionals. 

Guze et al. assert that only antisocial personality disorders, drug 
abuse, and alcoholism correlate significantly with crime plus hysteria in 
first degree relatives. 

Nassi entitles his paper on treatment "Therapy of the Absurd." 
Seymour Halleck concludes this volume (as he began the first volume) 
with an erudite reassessment - in this case, of the rehabilitation of 
criminal offenders. The outstanding volumes end with summaries of the 
landmark cases listed for the forensic examinations of the American 
Board of Forensic Psychiatry. I heartily recommend this wide-ranging yet 
concise twcrvolume work. 

MAURICE R GREEN, M.D. 

REVIEW OF HEALTH RECORDS AND CONFIDENTIALITY, 
AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY, second edition. Government 
Publication, National Clearing House Series. 

The National Commission on Confidentiality of Health Records is an 
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organization composed of twenty-three members, fifteen full and eight 
associates, including representation from the American Academy of 
Psychiatry and the Law. The commission began about five years ago, 
following a meeting sponsored by the AP A, expressing concern about 
confidentiality of health records. Members of over fifty organizations 
attended the initial meeting, sharing concern for the records of patients. 
These organizations included not only the health care organizations but 
also insurance company representatives, the military, and hospital 
groups. The commission has been the sole organized voice concerned 
with the confidentiality of health records and has published a number of 
studies of the confidentiality issue. They indicate that this volume is the 
second edition, adding 134 new entries to the original 318 entries of the 
October, 1977, publication. It is also the fifth publication in the 
NCCHR's National Clearing House Series. 

Basically the annotated bibliography is a list of 452 entries with notes 
regarding each. The bibliography is especially helpful for those 
conducting research in the area and those proposing legislation. It is also 
extremely helpful for those attorneys who require research on their cases 
or for future legislation. The scope is extremely broad and the list dates 
back to publications in the 1960' s as well as those through 1979. 

The items are separated into thirteen major categories with ten 
subcategories. The basic classification includes: (1) confidentiality in 
general, (2) confidentiality and medicine, (3) confidentiality and 
psychiatry, (4) confidentiality and other health-related professions, 
(5) confidentiality and automated health care data systems, (6) confiden­
tiality and the law, under which the subheadings include: 

(a) physician liability for breach of confidence 
(b) privileged communications 
(c) reporting statutes and related issues, and 
(d) Tarasoff v. Regents of University of California, 

(7) confidentiality and third parties, a category which includes the 
following six subcategories: 

(a) public health programs 
(b) private insurers 
( c) employers 
(d) military service 
(e) schools and universities in regard to the criminal 

justice system. 
Category (8) is confidentiality and research; (9) confidentiality in the 
family; (10) confidentiality and group therapy; (11) confidentiality in 
drug and alcohol abuse; (12) patient access to health records; (13) 
includes an addenda list of one item by Dr. Braceland, "Taking Care of 
the Caretakers." In addition there are an author index, a subject index 
and a selected resource list 

In summary, this annotated bibliography appears to be the only one of 
its kind and an extremely helpful research tool for those who are 
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concerned about health records and confidentiality. It should be part of 
the library of every serious student of psychiatry and law, and every 
mental health practitioner who is concerned about the confidentiality of 
his patients' records. 

ROBERT L. SADOFF, M.D. 

THE VIOLENT FEW. By Donna Martin Hamparian, Richard 
Schulster, Simon Dinitz, M.D., and John P. Conrad. Lexington Books, 
Lexington, Massachusetts. Pp. 218. 1978. $16.95 

The vicissitudes of the juvenile justice system are well known. As its 
ineffectiveness has become increasingly manifest, glaring deficiences 
have been exposed. In recent years the lack of due process in handling of 
juveniles has been undergoing correction, and dramatic exposures have 
led to increasing vigilance and improvements in the institutionalization of 
youngsters. The status offenders are increasingly recognized as a separate 
entity. The failure of treatment approaches due to inadequate conceptual­
ization, lack of funds, and conflict of interest has been recognized. But at 
the same time there has been a backlash in response to increased juvenile 
crime, a tightening of the law throughout the states to allow for the 
application of adult standards, and more punitive sentencing for those 
youths who commit violent crimes. One must ask, if, indeed, anyone has a 
rational basis to justify this trend, or, for that matter, to support a 
retention of earlier policy. It is clear that statutory handling of juvenile 
offenders seems to be based more on supposition, myth, and reaction to 
the shortcomings of the system than on real knowledge of the behavior of 
juvenile offenders. Similarly, judicial determinations and recommendations 
vary widely from courtroom to courtroom, apparently dependent on 
personal philosophies, local pecularities and prejudices, as well as on 
sentencing options and program availability. 

In an attempt to gather facts on the crime careers of violent and 
dangerous juveniles which might support informed recommendations and 
legislation, Hamparian, Schulster, Dinitz and Conrad, under the auspices 
of the Dangerous Offender Project, studied a cohort of 1,138 male and 
female youths who were arrested at least once for a violent crime in 
Columbus, Ohio. Their names were pulled from the Columbus Police 
Department files within their Juvenile Bureau, all of the subjects having 
birth dates between 1956 and 1960. The socio-economic backgrounds, 
sex, ethnic background, nature of the arrest, other arrests and dispositions 
were studied, as were the rate of arrests, patterns of onset, interval 
between re-arrests, and termination of crime careers. In a very fine report 
of their work entitled, "The Violent Few, a Study of Violent Juvenile 
Offenders," published in 1978, the authors pose a series of questions 
which they consider to be myths in a world of juvenile justice. and around 
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